C 22 H 21 NO 3 , triclinic, P1 (no. 2), a = 5.757(3) Å, b = 12.106(5) Å, c = 13.139(6) Å, α = 93.725(12)°, β = 92.508(15)°, γ = 92.508(15)°V = 891.3(7) Å 3 , Z = 2, Rgt(F) = 0.0474, wR ref (F 2 ) = 0.1429, T = 296(2) K.
Experimental details
All hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically calculated positions. The U iso values of the hydrogen atoms of methyl groups were set to 1.5 Ueq(C methyl ) and the U iso values of all other hydrogen atoms were set to 1.2 Ueq.
Discussion
Methyl 2-(benzylamino)-5-(benzyloxy)benzoate is widely used in the fields of medicine, organic synthesis and fine chemicals. It is an important intermediate for the synthesis of bentazon and anthranilate compounds and can be used to prepare herbicides and fungicides [4] . It can participate in the synthesis of camptothecin and benzodiazepine alkaloids circumdatin F and circumdatin C for the preparation of anticancer drugs [5, 6] . At the same time, it is also an important starting material for the preparation of bis aromatic compounds useful in treatment of respiratory disorders and inflammation [7, 8] . In addition, it can be used to prepare Pin1 inhibitors and therapeutic or prophylactic agents for inflammatory diseases and cancer [9] . The structure of the title compound was elucidated by spectroscopic methods (NMR) and X-ray diffraction. The crystal structure shows that the methyl benzoate moiety connects the two benzyl groups via an oxygen atom and a nitrogen atom, respectively. There is one molecule in the asymmetric unit. All bond lengths and angles in the crystal structure are within the normal range. The crystal structure shows that each molecule is stabilized by an intramolecular N-H· · · O hydrogen bond (distance = 2.035 Å), and the intermolecular packing is stabilized by the van der Waals forces.
